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As we read the book of Philippians, we see that although Paul hasn'’t attained the
highest spiritual position possible, he continues to follow hard after Jesus. He reminds
us that the Christian life requires the exertion of running hard after godliness. Paul
exhorts believers to keep their focus heavenward. He encourages the believers to seek
the Lord for clarification in their spiritual walk. Paul was constantly pointing people to
Jesus, but more importantly, he knew how to live a godly life on earth while focusing on
his citizenship in heaven. His example encourages us to allow God to renew our
thinking here on earth.

1.

We live in a time when citizenship is a topic of discussion. The Apostle Paul is a man
who understood citizenship. He was born a Jew but held Roman citizenship. Talk
about how to balance simultaneously being a citizen of earth and heaven.

Read Philippians 3:13-14. Paul exhorts his friends to continue to press into Jesus.
Some scholars think that the church in Philippi might have become lax in their walk
with Jesus. How do you maintain spiritual vigor? Have you become lax?

Paul longs for the believers to hold a mature view on spiritual growth. Read
Philippians 3:15-16. How do you intentionally grow in your faith while not being
legalistic? (See Matthew 7:21-23, Mark 2:24, 3:2, and Colossians 2:20-23)

. The life of a Christian involves learning from others. Jesus instructed us to make

disciples (Matthew 28:19-20). Paul also told us to learn from others (Philippians
3:17). Who are you currently learning from and what are you learning?

Paul wrote to his son in the faith, Timothy about discipling others. Read 2 Timothy
2:2. Are you at a place where you can start investing your life into someone else’s
life? If you are, what does that look like? If you’re not, how do you need to prepare?

Read Philippians 3:20-21. Paul reminds us that our citizenship is in heaven. What
happens when we begin to get too comfortable on earth and forget to focus on our
eternal citizenship?

Paul teaches us that when we enter heaven, we will have glorified bodies. Read
Luke 24:31, John 20:19, and Acts 1:9-11. What do these passages teach us about
what our heavenly bodies will be like?

Close your time in prayer by praying for Camp Pondo.



