Small Group Questions ::: Lean in to Worship ::: Psalm 96
When you talk about worship in a church the first thing that most people think about is
worship through music. It’s what we’re accustomed to when we think about worship.
When we look at the entirety of Scripture, we read that worship is more than singing. In
Psalm 96 we are instructed to sing a new song to the Lord. The instruction is because a
new song can be from a new thing that God is doing in our lives. But it’s more than singing.
We are taught to proclaim and declare the glory of God. Our speaking the truth of God is
a form of worship because it draws the unbeliever closer to Jesus. Worship is singing,
sharing the good news of Jesus, and giving. Our giving is an act of worship and an
example of trusting the Lord. Work through the following questions.
1. Neal shared a story about teaching at Mount Hermon and reminding students that
God is not a feeling. When you think about worship do you seek out God as a feeling
or are you seeking out the God of creation?
2. Read Psalm 96:1-3. The Psalmist teaches us that worship is active. Read Psalm 95.
What are the different ways that these two Psalms teach us to make our worship
active? Which one do you want to practice in your worship this week?
3. Psalm 96 teaches us to proclaim the salvation of the Lord day after day. Read Matthew
9:35, Mark 1:14, and Luke 4:43. How do these passages encourage us to share our
faith? When was the last time you shared your faith as an act of worship?
4. Read Psalm 96:4-6. The Psalmist teaches us that the Lord is great and worthy to be
praised. Read Psalm 8 and talk about the worthy things that the Lord has done. Share
a story of when God was great in your life.
5. Part of worship is remembering who we are worshipping. We live in a time where idol
worship is lifted high. Read Exodus 20:1-6, Acts 14:8-18, 2 Corinthians 6:16, and 1
John 5:21. What is so detrimental about idol worship?
6. Read Psalm 96:7-10. The Psalm has a repetitive theme to keep us focused on the
Lord. Verse 9 tells us to tremble before the Lord. Read Exodus 34:29-35 and 1 Kings
19:12-18. Do you think these men trembled in the presence of the Lord?
7. Read Psalm 96:11-13 and 150:6. So often we think of worship as only singing songs
but what we are really learning is that worship is a lifestyle. How do you want your
lifestyle to change to be more worshipful?
8. Close your time in prayer. Talk about who you will invite to Coastline Online.

