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James was a foundational leader in the early Church known for peacemaking. In the
book that bears his name, his goal isn’t to teach new theological information but to get
in our business and change how we live our lives. In this week’s passage, James is
going to teach us that if our faith is genuine, it’s alive and active in every aspect of our
lives. For us to better understand what genuine faith looks like, James compares it to
both intellectually based faith (which has no substance) and emotionally driven faith
(which has no action). Finally, we learn from two examples in the Old Testament about
having a dynamic faith.
1. Neal opened the sermon with three examples of people whose words didn’t match
their actions. Think about a time in your life where someone’s words didn’t match
their actions. Now share about a time when your words didn’t match your actions.
2. Read James 2:14-17. James gives a very practical example of helping someone in
the church who is in need. Jesus spoke about helping others. Read Matthew 25:3740. How can you be prepared to live out your faith by helping others?
3. James teaches us that faith without action is dead. Read Hebrews 11:1, 6, and
Romans 10:17. James is condemning a faith that is solely intellectual without action.
What can you do this week to proactively live out your faith?
4. Read James 2:18-19. The contrast of intellectual faith is emotional faith. Read Mark
9:14-29. Thinking about faith that has deeds, this father brought his son to Jesus for
healing, but he struggled in his faith. Where do you struggle in your faith walk?
5. James makes an interesting point that demons shutter (an emotional response) but
also have solid doctrine. Read Mark 3:11-12, Luke 8:31, and Mark 5:1-13. What do
these passages teach us about the demonic world and their understanding of God?
6. Read James 2:20-24. James gives us Abraham as an example of a balanced faith.
Read Genesis 12:1-3,15:5-6, and 22:8. Thinking of these three examples in
Abraham’s life, what do we learn about his faith combined with action?
7. Read James 2:25-26. James also teaches us about the life of Rahab. Her story is
much different than Abraham’s. Read Joshua 2:1-11 and 6:17. What must it have
been like for Rahab to act in faith based on her knowledge of God? How can we live
out our faith daily?
8. Close your time in prayer.

