
Small Group Questions | Comfort My People | Isaiah 40:1-11 

Isaiah 40:1–11 begins with a message of comfort to God’s people in exile, assuring 
them their suffering is not the end. God declares their sin has been addressed and 
promises to come as an active deliverer, calling for the way to be prepared as He leads 
them home and removes every obstacle. In contrast to the fleeting nature of human 
power, God’s Word stands forever, offering a firm foundation for hope. The passage 
ends with a picture of God as both sovereign King and gentle Shepherd—strong yet 
tender—who draws His people close and leads them with compassionate care. 

1.​ Kirk shared first about our tendency to seek comfort in nostalgia.​
Where do you typically turn for comfort when life feels uncertain, and how do 
those sources compare to the comfort God offers in Isaiah 40? 
 

2.​ “Comfort, comfort my people” (Isaiah 40:1). What does it mean to you that 
God speaks comfort directly to His people in their suffering, and how does this 
challenge the way you view Him during difficult seasons? 

 
3.​ Kirk’s message contrasted cultural anxiety with God’s comfort. In what ways 

do you feel the weight of today’s anxiety-filled culture, and how does God’s 
promise of comfort speak into those pressures? 

 
4.​ God brings comfort even after judgment and failure. How does knowing that 

God comforts people who have failed or wandered change the way you approach 
Him with your own struggles or sin? 

 
5.​ ‘God promises to “prepare a way” through the wilderness (vv. 3–5). Where 

in your life do you feel like you are in a wilderness, and how might God already 
be at work bringing comfort by making a way forward? 

 
6.​ “The word of our God endures forever” (v. 8). How does the unchanging 

nature of God’s Word provide a deeper, more lasting comfort than the temporary 
comforts we often rely on? 

 
7.​ God is both a powerful ruler and a gentle shepherd (vv. 10–11). How does 

seeing both His strength and His tenderness together reshape your 
understanding of how God comforts His people? 

 
8.​ Kirk talked about the Holy Spirit as the present source of God’s comfort.​

Which aspect of the Spirit’s comfort (presence, assurance, intercession, peace, 
or strength) do you most need right now, and why? 

 
9.​ Kirk also highlighted how the Holy Spirit comforts us through God’s 

people, the Church. How have you experienced God’s comfort through God’s 
people in the past? Currently? 

 
10.​God’s ultimate comfort is rooted in His larger plan of restoration and new 

creation. How does the hope of resurrection and God’s future renewal give you 
comfort in the midst of present pain or uncertainty? 


